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Lord Wrottesley has favoured the Society with a communica¬ 
tion of some observations of the appearance of the planet Saturn , 
made by his assistant, Mr. Frederic Morton, in the months of 
January and February last. Powers ranging from 320 to 600 
were applied to the 11 -feet Equatorial of 7^-inches aperture. 

On Jan. 20, the fine mark on the outer ring (A) was seen de- 
fined with great sharpness, and again by glimpses on the 29th. 

The dusky ring (C) was generally observed to be bounded by 
a sharply-defined inner edge, with a black sky between it and the 
ball of the planet. On these occasions the common boundary 
between (C) and the middle ring (B) was never well marked, a 
phenomenon which Mr. Morton attributes to the apparent over¬ 
lapping of the outer edge of the dusky ring on the inner edge of 
the middle ring. The shading of the inner portion of the ring (B) 
was seen to extend from the ring (C) to the middle of (B). Other 
observers have, however, noticed a more luminous streak between 
the shading on (B) and the outer edge of the dusky ring. 


Lieut. Tennant has forwarded a printed slip containing further 
data relating to the annular eclipse of the Sun on the 18th of Sep¬ 
tember next. As his table of limiting lines has been already given 
in page 18, and local phases must be principally serviceable to resi¬ 
dents in India, it appears sufficient to state that this additional in¬ 
formation may be obtained by reference to the Roorkee Almanac 
for the N.W. Provinces. 


In consequence of the miscarriage of a letter, the death of our 
respected associate, Prof. Colla, late Director of the Observatory at 
Parma, has not hitherto been announced. Professor Pigorini, in 
a letter to Mr. Hind, informs the Society that he has been intrusted 
provisionally with the direction, until the Government makes some 
permanent arrangement. 


A reprint has been made (in 8vo.) of Professor Hansen’s Sup¬ 
plement to his Solar Tables, a paper which appeared in the last 
number. Prof. Hansen informs the Astronomer Royal that it is 
his intention to send the two Supplementary Tables, with the 
necessary explanation, to Copenhagen, to be printed in 4to. to cor¬ 
respond with the volume. It may, however, be convenient to 
some of our members to obtain copies of the communication to the 
Monthly Notices , for temporary use. They may be had by pos¬ 
sessors of the Solar Tables on application to the Assistant Secre¬ 
tary at the apartments of the Society. 
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Considerable difficulty is anticipated in the re-discovery of the 
planet Daphne , detected on the 22d of May last year by M. Her¬ 
mann Goldschmidt, when already far past opposition. The planet 
was estimated at the first little to exceed the 12th magnitude, and 
before the 20th of June it was found impossible to procure another 
observation even with the Berlin refractor. 

It has been thought desirable to portion out the region of the 
heavens in which it may be expected to appear during the ensuing 
opposition, and a notice to that effect has just been put forth in 
the Astron. Nach ., with the intimation that Dr. Luther will 
especially undertake to search during August, September, and 
October, between o h and i h R.A.; Dr. Bruhns, between 2 3 h o m 
and 23 11 30 111 ; M. Chacornac, between 23 11 30™ and 24 11 o m ; and 
M. Groldschmidt, between 22 11 and 23 11 , as well as between 23 11 30™ 
and 24 11 o m . M. Pape of Altona will search between 22 h 30™ and 
23 11 o m ; and will shortly prepare an Ephemeris to guide observers 
in the adoption of limits within which to confine their attention. 
The co-operation of other observers in the examination, particu¬ 
larly, of hours 22 and 23, is solicited by Dr. Peters. The fol¬ 
lowing Elements have been computed by Professor Valz of 
Marseilles:— 

Daphne. 

Epoch 1856. May 31*42.9.* 

O / // 

M = 330 19 54 
a* = 231 5 48 

9o = 179 2 9 10 
i — 15 o 9 

<p — 12 26 12 

a = 2*4899 

p = 903"* 10 

* Probably mean Marseilles time. 


An account of his lecture on the 8th of April, on the Parallax 
of the Sun, which the Astronomer Royal has kindly promised to 
send, is unavoidably postponed to another Number, from the pres¬ 
sure of other astronomical business, and the necessity of waiting 
the preparation of a copper-plate containing the diagrams in illus¬ 
tration. 


ERRATA. 

Vol. XIII. page 149, Position of Oberon on Nov. 2 ,for 206° 40', read 196° 40'. 
Yol. XVI. page 221, line 9 from the bottom, for immersion, read emersion. 
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